


























Resolution US 98/99-3 -- Recommendations Concerning the Riverfront Research Park. Senator Greg McLauchlan, 

sociology, moved the following resolution: RESOLVED, that the University Senate hereby urges the president to

1. recognize the critical importance of the following four courses of action, all of which are recommended in or suggested by

the Final Report of the Riverfront Research Park (RRP) Review Committee, dated October 15, 1998:

a. to site no building in the River View Sector prior to (i) the completion of the other sectors and (ii) a subsequent 

public review of the RRP by a committee, broadly representative of the university community, convened for that 

purpose;

b. to increase the building density in sectors other than the River View Sector, in order to leave as open space a 

large area of the River View Sector;

c. to require building setbacks from the river of 100 feet, rather than the current 35 feet;

d. to seriously investigate trading land with the City of Eugene, exchanging land in the River View Sector for the 

former Coke plant and/or other city-owned property in the vicinity of or useful to the university for RRP purposes, with 

the effect of preserving the land in the River View Sector as park land in the Willamette Greenway; and

2. request the appropriate committees, groups, and individuals charged with future development of the RRP to adhere to 

the foregoing four courses of action in a manner that assigns highest priority to the permanent protection of all the university

land in the River View Sector as open space, recreation fields, and natural areas.



RESOLVED, that the University Senate hereby urges President Frohnmayer 

to exclude the University-owned lands in the River View and Gateway 

Sectors from any future commercial development and to designate these 

lands for open space, recreational fields and natural areas.





1. The University Senate declares opposition to the planned development of the first 4.3-acre increment of the Riverfront Research Park North of the railroad tracks on 

the South bank of the Willamette River until the University undergoes a student and faculty inclusive, open process for revising the RRP Master Plan; and

2. That the Senate President be directed to write and send a letter to the University President and the City of Eugene expressing the Senate’s opposition to the planned 

development North of the railroad tracks along the South bank of the Willamette River.

Resolved:  That the UO Senate requests that President Lariviere comply with the terms set forth in the Intergovernmental Agreement for the Riverfront Research Park 

prior to initiating groundbreaking or construction activities in the Riverfront Research Park north of the railroad tracks, and to report to the Senate without delay how the 

University has maintained and will remain in compliance with the agreement.
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1. BE IT RESOLVED that the University Senate calls upon the UO administration to  withdraw the Riverfront property, north of the tracks, from consideration under the 

present North Campus CUP application, in order to allow further deliberations among and between the Senate, the Administration and the university community 

regarding the best use of this property; and 

2. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if the City of Eugene determines that the Riverfront property portion cannot be withdrawn from consideration under the present 

North Campus CUP application, the Senate requests that the entire CUP application be withdrawn and the North Campus Plan re-envisioned; and 

3. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University Senate requests that the University of Oregon administration identify areas away from the Riverfront for future 

playing fields, and study the potential for increased sharing of current athletic fields between the Athletic Program, PE and Rec, and Club Sports; and 

4. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University Senate moves that any future uses for the Riverfront make use of the unique features of the Willamette river and 

associated habitats, and should emphasize ecological restoration, nature experience, and academics that are closely aligned with the University’s mission of 

cultivating transformational leaders through experiential learning and public service, and stewarding its natural resources. 









Natural Areas are open spaces dedicated to preserving 

and restoring natural habitat and promoting ecological 

functions, while providing opportunities to learn about and 

engage with natural systems.  Examples of opportunities 

to engage include outdoor instruction and research, 

stewardship, walking and bicycling, and other activities 

associated with being in nature (e.g, personal paddle 

craft, bird watching, art, etc.). Their form, and often 

topography, is irregular and typically defined by 

waterways and adjacent riparian and upland areas.  

Pathways are typically informal in configuration and need 

to balance safe access with consideration for ecological 

impacts.  Native plants, which support a wide variety of 

wildlife, in particular endangered or threatened species, 

should be prioritized.  Unlike other open space types, 

adjacent development does not play a prominent role in 

the definition of the open space’s form.  Adjacent 

development should be designed with particular attention 

to views of, and connections to, Natural Areas.  Adjacent 

light spillover into the open space should be minimized as 

much as practicable. 












