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McKenzie Hall, Law Review, c1971

McKenzie Hall, Students Sitting on Front Steps, c1971
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INTRODUCTION

This assessment identifies the historic features of McKenzie Hall’s exterior (including
landscape elements) and interior spaces. Understanding the building’s historic
significance is the first step to evaluating and preserving its valuable architectural and
landscape features. This assessment is intended to be used as a resource when making
recommendations for treatment of McKenzie Hall during any alterations or additions.

The assessed areas are shown on the Surveyed Areas and Ranking maps (pgs. 4-5). Each
area with potential historic significance is assigned a ranking of primary, secondary,

or tertiary. This ranking is based on the level of historic significance (high, medium,

or low) and level of integrity, defined as the degree to which the key historic elements
are evident today (excellent, good, fair, or poor). Refer to Appendix A -- for a full
description of the ranking methodology.

SIGNIFICANCE

McKenzie Hall has high historic significance, excellent integrity, and good condition,
and is therefore a “primary” ranked historic building per the UO’s Campus Heritage
Landscape Plan - 4.0 Survey of Buildings. It has architectural significance as a good
example of modern architecture by DeNorval Unthank Jr., one of the first black
architects in the state, and a partner of the well known Eugene firm of Wilmsen,
Endicott, and Unthank (Criterion C), and is likely eligible to be listed in the National
Register of Historic Places.

Building History (excerpts from the UO McKenzie Hall Historic Survey): McKenzie
Hall was completed in 1970 to house the Law School, which had outgrown it previous
home, Fenton Hall. McKenzie has an interesting interplay of Modern architecture
elements with strong references to Fenton Hall. This is accomplished through its
massing, brick building material, and even the color of the brick veneer. With its
exposed concrete construction, it is a Modern interpretation of Fenton, the campus’
first law school and library and an important resource to the University. Designed

by architects Wilmsen, Endicott and Unthank, McKenzie Hall is a fine example of the
Brutalist style with its overscale geometric massing and use of rough cast concrete for
textural effect. Decorative elements are limited to the strong geometric play of shapes
and the contrast between building materials.

Wilmsen, Endicott, Unthank, all graduates of the UO School of Architecture, designed
numerous Eugene buildings together and individually. DeNorval Unthank Jr. is credited
with being the lead designer of McKenzie Hall. Unthank was the first African American
to graduate from the University of Oregon School of Architecture and Allied Arts in
1952. Despite facing racial discrimination that was prevalent at the time, Unthank was
a prolific and successful architect from 1952 to 1998. Unthank designed schools, public
buildings and business facilities around the state of Oregon, including some in the
Eugene area, such as Bean Hall, Lane County Courthouse, J.F. Kennedy Junior High
School, and Springfield’s Thurston High School, and the Crasemann House on Madrona
Street. In addition, he served as an architecture professor at UO from 1965 to 1980. In
1980, following more than 30 professional awards, Unthank was named a Fellow of the
American Institute of Architects, “recognizing his design work on the Lane

County Courthouse, the former UO Law School [McKenzie Hall], Central Oregon
Community College campus buildings in Bend, the U.S. Consulate Quarters in Fukuoka,
Japan, and numerous banks, professional offices, churches, and private residences
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around the state of Oregon”. This was at a time when the number of black architects in
the US was less that 2 percent (AIA).

Not only was Unthank known for his excellence in architecture, he was also known for
his commitment to his guidance of aspiring architects and of the Black community in
Eugene.

The extensive modern landscape planning by Lloyd Bond and Associates adds to the
building’s significance. In contrast with the building’s oversized geometric mass, an
intimate sunken courtyard is featured on the eastern side of the building. Lloyd Bond
established the region’s first Landscape Architecture firm in Eugene, Oregon in 1953.
During the forty years that he managed Lloyd Bond & Associates his knowledge of
resource analysis, environmental planning and design helped to create a variety of
landscapes throughout Oregon as well as in Washington, Idaho, Montana, and Alaska.
One of the most important events to have occurred at McKenzie Hall was the address
given at its grand opening as the Law Center by United States Supreme Court Justice
William O. Douglas. It is bounded on the south by the terminus of the historic
University Hall Walk Axis and on the east by the Dads’ Gates Axis.

ALTERATIONS

The building is in good condition. The general renovation work in 1999-2000 by SRG
Partnership, Architects to convert to general campus offices and classrooms, has left
the building intact both inside and out. The 2020 window and storefront entrance
project replaced damaged materials in a sensitive manner. As a result, McKenzie Hall
possesses excellent integrity and high architectural significance.

McKenzie Hall, Original School of Law Lettering and plaques, ¢c1971, UO
Archives Photographs.
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TIMELINE - MAJOR REMODELS

McKenzie Hall Entrance with Bikes,
c1968, Art and Architecture Images
Collection.

McKenzie Hall, Students Gathered
in Hallway, c1971, Oregana.

McKenzie Hall, Students in a
Classroom, c1975, Oregana.

McKenzie Hall, Student Studying,
€2000

1968: McKenzie Hall ]
designed by Wilmsen
Endicott & Unthank,
constructed by Todd
Building Co.

1986: Update airhandling —
units within the building
so they can be centrally
controlled.

1990: Removal of existing —
built-up roofing systems
and installation of new
elastic sheet roofing
systems.

1992: Office addition and —]
remodel on first floor of
Law Center Building.

1996: Remodel of kitchen —
and offices including
mechanical and electrical
upgrades.

1999: Interior renovation |
of unoccupied classroom/
office building. The law
school moves to the Knight
Law Center.

2000: Fire —
protection upgrade.

2002: Replaced —]
transformer.

—1973: Insulate, stucco, and
paint underside of exterior
upper floor concrete slabs of
law center.

—1986: Update and retrofit lighting
throughout the building.

—1991: Install new computer
counters and finishes in the
Law Library Computer Room.

—1993: Remodel for new
conference rooms in the law
library.

—1998: Building name
changed from Law Center
to Grayson Hall.

—2000: Smoke control system
upgrade.

—2002: Building name changed
from Grayson Hall to
McKenzie Hall.

—2003: Elevator

2020: Replacement of —
storefronts and removal of
old law school signs.

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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SURVEYED AREAS & RANKINGS
EXTERIOR: LANDSCAPE
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Ranking Key:
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Key References:

McKenzie Hall Historic Resource Survey Form: https://cpfm.uoregon.edu/sites/default/files/
mckenzie05_30_07.pdf

UO Summary Table of Historic Rankings & Designations: https://cpfm.uoregon.edu/sites/cpfm2.uoregon.
edu/files/histallindex_11-18-20151_0.pdf

Dads’ Gates Landscape Resource Survey: https://cpfm.uoregon.edu/sites/default/files/dads_gates_
axis_04_30_07.pdf

University Walk Axis Landscape Resource Survey: https://cpfm.uoregon.edu/sites/default/files/deady_
hall_walk_axis_04_30_07.pdf

Atlas of Trees: https://cpfm.uoregon.edu/sites/default/files/treeatlas.pdf
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EXTERIOR: BUILDING
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Key References:

McKenzie Hall Historic Resource Survey Form: https://cpfm.uoregon.edu/sites/default/files/
mckenzie05_30_07.pdf

UO Summary Table of Historic Rankings & Designations: https://cpfm.uoregon.edu/sites/cpfm2.uoregon.
edu/files/histallindex_11-18-20151_0.pdf

Dads’ Gates Landscape Resource Survey: https://cpfm.uoregon.edu/sites/default/files/dads_gates_
axis_04_30_07.pdf

University Walk Axis Landscape Resource Survey: https://cpfm.uoregon.edu/sites/default/files/deady_
hall_walk_axis_04_30_07.pdf

Atlas of Trees: https://cpfm.uoregon.edu/sites/default/files/treeatlas.pdf
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SUMMARY OF EXTERIOR PRIMARY RANKED SPACES

SOUTH FACADE
Level of Historic Significance: High
+ Primary facade
+ Facade contributes to the character of McKenzie Hall and its main entrance
* Quality of the architectural craftsmanship and details
Level of Integrity: Excellent

EAST FACADE
Level of Historic Significance: High
+ Primary facade
+ Facade contributes to the character of McKenzie Hall and its sunken courtyard
* Quality of the architectural craftsmanship and details
Level of Integrity: Excellent

SUMMARY OF EXTERIOR SECONDARY RANKED SPACES

NORTH FACADE
Level of Historic Significance: Medium
+ Secondary facade
« Facade contributes to the character of McKenzie Hall
* Quality of the architectural craftsmanship and details
Level of Integrity: Excellent

SUMMARY OF EXTERIOR TERTIARY RANKED SPACES

WEST FACADE
Level of Historic Significance: Low
+ Tertiary facade
+ Facade contributes to the character of McKenzie Hall
* Quality of the architectural craftsmanship and details
Level of Integrity: Excellent
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McKenzie Hall, South and East facades, c1971

McKenzie Hall, South facade, 2025
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SOUTH FACADE

RANKING: PRIMARY
LEVEL OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: HIGH
LEVEL OF INTEGRITY: EXCELLENT

EXISTING EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE:
« Brutalist architectural style designed by DeNorval “De” Unthank, Jr.
* Brick and concrete exterior walls.
« Flat roof made of elastic membrane.
+ Horizontal brick coursing at water table level and to emphasize floor divisions.
+ Strong geometric play of shapes and contrast between building materials.
« Exposed concrete and yellow brick at the veneer.
« Overscale geometric massing.
+ Rough cast concrete for textural effect.

McKenzie Hall showing south facade with the main entrance in 2024 (left) and in 1970 (right), Building
Oregon.

South Elevation - Wilmsen Endicott & Unthank Architects, 1968
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KEY FEATURES AND ALTERATIONS

Wood railing and concrete stairs. Unoriginal ADA ramp.
Sculpture by Lin Cook
Windows with wood panel. Concrete stairs; unoriginal railing.

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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EAST FACADE

RANKING: PRIMARY

LEVEL OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: HIGH
LEVEL OF INTEGRITY: EXCELLENT

EXISTING EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE:
« Brutalist architectural style designed by DeNorval “De” Unthank, Jr.
 Brick and concrete exterior walls.
« Flat roof made of elastic membrane.
 Horizontal brick coursing at water table level and to emphasize floor divisions.
« Strong geometric play of shapes and contrast between building materials.
« Exposed concrete and yellow brick at the veneer.
« Overscale geometric massing.
+ Rough cast concrete for textural effect.

McKenzie hall east facade nearest the courtyard (left) and nearest Dads’ Gates (right).

East Elevation - Wilmsen Endicott & Unthank Architects, 1968.
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KEY FEATURES

Windows and concrete geometric overhang.

Concrete pillars. Original floor to ceiling windows with
wood panel.

Vent leading indoors with restored wood Geometric forms extend from building to
panel. show location of original reading rooms.

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment 11
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ALTERATIONS

Unoriginal raised planter; original third
floor balcony visible behind the tree.

Ramp with unoriginal railing. Temporary window lettering.
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EAST FACADE - HISTORICAL EXTERIOR PHOTOS

McKenzie hall east facade, 1971

McKenzie hall east facade, 1971

McKenzie hall east facade with view to courtyard, 1971
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NORTH FACADE

RANKING: SECONDARY
LEVEL OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: MEDIUM
LEVEL OF INTEGRITY: EXCELLENT

EXISTING EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE:
« Brutalist architectural style designed by DeNorval “De” Unthank, Jr.
 Brick and concrete exterior walls.
« Flat roof made of elastic membrane.
+ Strong geometric play of shapes and contrast between building materials.
« Exposed concrete and yellow brick at the veneer.
« Overscale geometric massing.
+ Rough cast concrete for textural effect.

McKenzie Hall showing north facade near Dads’ Gates in 2024 (left) and in 1971 (right)

North Elevation - Wilmsen Endicott & Unthank Architects, 1968
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KEY FEATURES

Materials showing contrast between the brick
and concrete.

Brick and concrete details.

Windows with wood panel and concrete overhang.

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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WEST FACADE

RANKING: TERTIARY
LEVEL OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: LOW
LEVEL OF INTEGRITY: EXCELLENT

EXISTING EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE:
« Brutalist architectural style designed by DeNorval “De” Unthank, Jr.
+ Brick and concrete exterior walls.
+ Flat roof made of elastic membrane.
+ Horizontal brick coursing at water table level and to emphasize floor divisions.
+ Strong geometric play of shapes and contrast between building materials.
« Exposed concrete and yellow brick at the veneer.
« Overscale geometric massing.
« Rough cast concrete for textural effect.

McKenzie hall showing west wall to above the parking lot in 2024 (left) and in 1970 (center); west wall
adjacent to the parking lot in 2024 (right).

West Elevation - Wilmsen Endicott & Unthank Architects, 1968.

16 McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
University of Oregon Campus Planning



KEY FEATURES

Window and materials. Windows, brick, and Windows, doors, balcony,
entrance to parking lot. and materials.
Rough cast concrete and brick details. Change in brick orientation to signify

floor divisions.

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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ALTERATIONS

ADA ramp.

18

Original location for trash pick up; use
change to include ADA parking.

Metal bridge.
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INTERIOR
INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE:

« Much of the original interior historic materials and features remain intact. Little
remains of the original interior of the previous Law Library. Much of the rest of the
building configurations, materials, features, and arrangements have stayed intact

with some minor upgrades to bathrooms and the elevator.

INTERIOR CHARACTER DEFINING FEATURES INCLUDE:

+ Original doors and windows, as well as their configuration

+ Original reading rooms on the third and fourth floors

« Materials throughout the building, such as wood, concrete, and brick

* Built-in desks in classrooms on the first and second floors

+ Office configurations with some original built-ins remaining on the third floor

« Phone booths on first floor

+ Concrete pillars remain throughout the building

+ Suspended wood slat ceiling system. The use of wood materials places the building
in the context of the Pacific Northwest.

« Primary entrance leading to wide central hallway with original brick floors,
suspended wood slat ceiling system, concrete pillars, brick walls, and windows

+ Original winding stairway from the first floor to second floor with original brick,
concrete, and wood next to the original two story window

+ Mostly intact hallway configurations throughout the building

+ Original stairwells across the building

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment 19
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INTERIOR SPACES - DIAGRAM

1968 (traced from original) Present

First Floor

Ground Floor

Third Floor

Fourth Floor === = = A

Fifth Floor ﬁ [ - ZZZZ-ZMZZZ - .
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INTERIOR FEATURES - FIRST FLOOR
M priMARY M secoNDARY MM TERTIARY =~ NON-CONTRIBUTING

1968 FIRST FLOOR PLAN

PRESENT FIRST FLOOR PLAN

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment 21
University of Oregon Campus Planning



INTERIOR FEATURES - FIRST FLOOR FEATURES TO NOTE
LEVEL OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: HIGH
LEVEL OF INTEGRITY: EXCELLENT

Stairway 175 (Original stairway concrete and
wood materials)

Hallway 100 (Vent above door leading to Hallway 100 (Floor to ceiling
courtyard) window with wood panel)

Hallway 100 (Flooring, concrete pillars, brick walls, and suspended wood slat
ceiling system)

22 McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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INTERIOR FEATURES - FIRST FLOOR FEATURES TO NOTE

Room 123 (Concrete and wood wall Room 123 (Windows and brick)

materials)

Room 123 (Open concept ceiling) Room 123 (Built-in wood cabinets and
counter)

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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INTERIOR FEATURES - FIRST FLOOR FEATURES TO NOTE

Room 129 (Wood shutter, railing, and Halway 125 (Phone booths)
desks)

Room 129 (Chalkboard and desks)

Room 129 (Brick door frame) Room 129 (Brick and wood desks)

24 McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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FIRST FLOOR - HISTORICAL INTERIOR PHOTOS

Room 129, c. 1971

Hallway 100, c. 1971

Room 129, c. 1971

Stair 175 in background, c. 1971 Bulletin board in hallway 125, c. 1971
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INTERIOR FEATURES - GROUND FLOOR

B priMARY M SECONDARY

1968 SECOND FLOOR PLAN

B TERTIARY | NON-CONTRIBUTING

YARD
AREAWAY

PRESENT SECOND FLOOR PLAN

26
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INTERIOR - GROUND FLOOR FEATURES TO NOTE
LEVEL OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: HIGH
LEVEL OF INTEGRITY: EXCELLENT

Hallway 225 (Flooring, suspended wood  Stairwell 275 (Wood railing, brick flooring,
slat ceiling system, brick walls, window, = and window)
and stairwell)

Lobby 200 (Pillars, floors, suspended wood slat ceiling system, and walls)

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment 27
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INTERIOR - GROUND FLOOR CLASSROOM CONFIGURATIONS

EXISTING LOCATIONS:
Room 221 «  Room 229
Room 221 (Windows and wall details) Room 221 (Desks, ceiling, and brick

walls)

Room 221 (Seating configuration, chalkboard, and wooden wall; unoriginal projector
and speakers)

28 McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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GROUND FLOOR - HISTORICAL INTERIOR PHOTOS

Lobby 200, c. 1971

Lobby 200 window, c. 1971

Room 221 or 229, c. 1971

Main entrance leading to lobby 200, c. Lobby 200 outside room 201, c. 1971
1971
McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment 29
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INTERIOR FEATURES - THIRD FLOOR
B priMARY M secoNDARY MM TERTIARY | NON-CONTRIBUTING

1968 THIRD FLOOR PLAN

PRESENT THIRD FLOOR PLAN
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INTERIOR - THIRD FLOOR FEATURES TO NOTE
LEVEL OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: MEDIUM
LEVEL OF INTEGRITY: EXCELLENT

Hallway 341 (Window with wood panel)

Lobby 318 (Open ceiling and skylight)

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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INTERIOR - THIRD FLOOR FEATURES TO NOTE

Lobby 318 (Wall materials, wood doors, and open ceiling)

Hallway 301 (Wall material and suspended Stairwell 300 (Wood, brick and concrete
wood slat ceiling system) materials)

32 McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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INTERIOR - THIRD FLOOR FEATURES TO NOTE

Room 375 (Pillars with wood accent)

Lobby 300 (Wood built-ins)

Room 375 (Brick wall and window with wood panel)

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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INTERIOR - THIRD FLOOR FEATURES TO NOTE

Room 373 (Chalkboards)

Rooms 373 (Windows with wood panel and Room 373 (Balcony)
brick with some variation of brick)

Room 373 (Pillar, windows with wood panel, and brick)

34 McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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Room 301
Room 303
Room 305
Room 307
Room 309
Room 311
Room 313
Room 315
Room 317
Room 319
Room 321
Room 323
Room 325
Room 327
Room 329

Room 319 (Wood built-in shelves)

Room 319 (Built-in desk)

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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INTERIOR - THIRD FLOOR OFFICE CONFIGURATIONS
EXISTING LOCATIONS:

Room 331
Room 333
Room 335
Room 351
Room 353
Room 355
Room 357
Room 359
Room 361
Room 363
Room 365
Room 367
Room 369
Room 381
Room 383
Room 385

35



INTERIOR - THIRD FLOOR OFFICE CONFIGURATIONS CONT.

Room 319 (Wooden shades)

Room 319 (Wood built-in shelves)

Room 319 (Lighting)

36 McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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THIRD FLOOR - HISTORICAL INTERIOR PHOTOS

Third floor offices, c. 1971

Third floor offices, c. 1971

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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INTERIOR - THIRD FLOOR READING NOOKS TURNED OFFICES
EXISTING LOCATIONS:

Room 340D
Room 340E
Room 340F
Room 340G
Room 340H
Room 340]

Room 340K
Room 340M
Room 340N
Room 340Q
Room 340R
Room 340T
Room 340U

Room 340V
Room 340W
Room 340X
Room 350
Room 350A
Room 350B
Room 350C
Room 350D
Room 350E
Room 350F
Room 350G
Room 350H
Room 350]
Room 350K

Room 375 (Brick entries; drywall and doors are unoriginal)

38
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INTERIOR - THIRD FLOOR READING NOOKS TURNED OFFICES
CONT.

Room 340H (Built-in desks and shelves)

Room 350 (Built-in desk and shelves)

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment 39
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INTERIOR FEATURES - FOURTH FLOOR

M prRiIMARY M sEcoNDARY MM TERTIARY NON-CONTRIBUTING
mm M
e
1968 FOURTH FLOOR PLAN

I O I N I A I O

PRESENT FOURTH FLOOR PLAN
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INTERIOR - FOURTH FLOOR
LEVEL OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: MEDIUM

LEVEL OF INTEGRITY: FAIR

Stairwell 400 (Block out for future Stairwell 400 (Brick and fifth floor balcony)
door; as seen on fourth floor floorplan)

Hallway 441 (Window) Hallway 442 (Brick and roof crossing)
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INTERIOR - FOURTH FLOOR READING NOOKS TURNED OFFICES

EXISTING LOCATIONS:
*  Room 440A
*  Room 440B
*  Room 440D
*  Room 440E
*  Room 440H
*  Room 440]
*  Room 440L
*  Room 440N
* Room 441A
* Room 441B
* Room 441C
* Room 441D
* Room 441F
* Room 441G
«  Room 450

«  Room 450A
+ Room 451

« Room 452

« Room 453

«  Room 460A
* Room 460B
« Room 460D
+ Room 460F
*  Room 460G
*  Room 460]
+ Room 460L
* Room 460N

Room 460A (Entrance and brick)

42 McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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FOURTH FLOOR - HISTORICAL INTERIOR PHOTOS

Entrances to fourth floor reading nooks turned offices, c. 1971

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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INTERIOR FEATURES - FIFTH FLOOR
M priMARY M secoNDARY M TERTIARY NON-CONTRIBUTING

1968 FIFTH FLOOR PLAN

S0 RODF BELOV
vs.

£540A O o o o o o o o o
500
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O o o o o o o o |

N N I I e 0 I

ROOF BELOW ROOF BELOW

PRESENT FIFTH FLOOR PLAN
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INTERIOR - FIFTH FLOOR
LEVEL OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: LOW
LEVEL OF INTEGRITY: EXCELLENT

Room 500 (Door to mechanical room) Room 500 (Landing outside of room 500
with original materials)

Stairway 550 (Door to mechanical room
540 and landing with original materials)

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment 45
University of Oregon Campus Planning



TREATMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

The following treatment recommendations are based on the Secretary of Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and their associated Guidelines.

The Standards are four distinct approaches towards the treatment of historic
properties: Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Reconstruction. “The
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties are regulatory for all grant-in-aid
projects assisted through the national Historic Preservation Fund.”

The Guidelines “offer general design and technical recommendations to assist in
applying the Standards to a specific property.... The Guidelines are advisory, not
regulatory.”

Together, the Standards and Guidelines “provide a framework and guidance for
decision-making about work or changes to a historic property.” (NPS, The Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards, http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards.htm)

One of the most commonly used Standards approach for the treatment historic
properties is Rehabilitation and is the most likely Standard to be applicable to
McKenzie Hall if it undergoes any future work. Rehabilitation is the approach that
“acknowledges the need to alter or add to a historic property to meet continuing or
changing uses while retaining the property’s historic character” (NPS, Four Approaches to the
Treatment of Historic Properties, http:/www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four-treatments.htm)

The following are a summary of the Guidelines for Rehabilitation, ranked in order of
procedure:

1. Identify, Retain, and Preserve historic materials and features

2. Protect and Maintain historic materials and features

3. Repair historic materials and features (in-kind where possible)

4. Replace deteriorated historic materials and features (in-kind where
possible)

(NPS, Rehabilitation: The Approach, http:/www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four-treatments/standguide/rehab/
rehab_approach.htm)

Like the Guidelines, the intention of these recommendations are “to assist the long-
term preservation of property’s significance through the preservation of historic
materials and features.” (NPS, Introduction to the Standards, http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/
rehabilitation/rehab/stand.htm)

EXTERIOR
Any alterations and additions should be completed in such a way that it does not
diminish the overall historic character of the building and adjacent public spaces.
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LANDSCAPES

Identify, Retain and Preserve landscape features of McKenzie Hall that are
important in defining its overall historic character and its historic relationship
between the building and the landscape.

Protect and maintain the building and building site by providing proper drainage
to assure that water does not erode foundation walls; drain toward the building;
nor damage or erode the landscape. Preserve important landscape features,
including ongoing maintenance of historic plant material. Provide continued
protection of masonry, wood, and architectural metals which comprise the
building and site features through appropriate cleaning, rust removal, limited
paint removal, and re-application of protective coating systems.

Repair features of the landscape by reinforcing historic materials before
considering replacement.

If an entire feature of the landscape is too deteriorated to repair and if the
overall form and detailing are still evident, replace the feature in kind. Physical
evidence from the deteriorated feature should be used as a model to guide the
new work. If using the same kind of material is not technically or economically
feasible, then a compatible substitute material may be considered.

If a historic landscape feature is completely missing, design and construct a new
feature. It may be based on historical, pictorial, and physical documentation; or
be a new design that is compatible with the historic character of the building and
site.

When required by new use, design new exterior landscapes which is compatible
with the historic character of the site and which preserves the historic
relationship between the building or buildings and the landscape. Remove non-
significant buildings, additions, or landscape features which detract from the
historic character of the site.

FACADES

Identify, Retain and Preserve the features and details of the facade that are
important in defining the overall historic character of the building. This
includes the exterior concrete or masonry walls, their composition, and their
details such as the exterior ornament, the frieze, bracket supports, and finishing
coats. Pay particular attention to the primary and secondary ranked facades.
Protect and maintain the masonry and wood details by providing proper
drainage so that water does not stand on flat, horizontal surfaces or accumulate
in curved decorative features. Clean these facade elements only when necessary
to halt deterioration or remove heavy soiling and clean only with the gentlest
method possible.

Where there is evidence of deterioration in the mortar joints of the masonry
walls and other masonry features, repair by re pointing the mortar joints.
Repair masonry features by patching, piecing-in, or consolidating the

masonry using recognized preservation methods. Repair may also include the
limited replacement in kind--or with compatible substitute material--of those
extensively deteriorated or missing parts of masonry features when there are
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surviving prototypes. Where possible, preserving exterior finish in areas that are
still intact.

« Areas of inappropriate brick infill should be removed and patched with brick
units to match the originals in size, shape, color and composition.

+ Reapplying finishing coat to cover all exposed areas of brick. All areas of
unstable coating should be removed, and all remaining finish coating should be
cleaned. New coating should be compatible with the existing and match in color,
texture, composition and permeability.

ENTRANCES

+ Identify, Retain and Preserve the original entrances and their functional and
decorative features that are important in defining the overall historic character
of the building. Pay particular attention to the primary ranked entrances. This
includes, but is not limited to, the south and east entrances, their landscaping,
exterior stairs, porches, and other significant character-defining features.

« Protect and maintain the masonry, wood, and architectural metal that comprise
entrances through appropriate surface treatments such as cleaning, rust
removal, limited paint removal, and re-application of protective coating systems.

+ Repair by reinforcing the historic materials. Repair will also generally include
the limited replacement in kind--of with compatible substitute material--of those
extensively deteriorated or missing parts of repeated features where there are
surviving prototypes.

+ All hairline cracking should be treated with an injection grout. Larger cracks
and spalls along the wing wall caps should be repaired with a concrete patch.
All patching of grout should match the adjacent concrete in color, texture and
composition.

ROOF AND ROOF FEATURES

+ Identify, Retain and Preserve the original roof and decorative features that are
important in defining the overall historic character of the building.

«  Where there is evidence of deterioration of paint, refinish with paint to match
the existing adjacent finish.

«  Wood elements that are rotted less than 50% should be treated with a two-part
consolidant and refinished to match existing. Wood elements that are rotted
more than 50% should be replaced in kind and finished to match adjacent units.

INTERIOR

« Much of the original interior remains unaltered. There are historic elements
found in doors and window trims, concrete, wood, brick, flooring, ceiling,
stairwells, and volumes which should be taken into account when renovating the
interior.

SPACES

+ Interms of new additions or alterations, accommodate service functions such
as bathrooms, mechanical equipment, and office machines as required by the
building’s new use in tertiary or non-contributing spaces.

+ Many of the Campus Plan patterns can easily be incorporated including
Flexibility and Longevity, Universal Access, Welcoming to All, Operable
Windows, Quality of Light, Building Hearth, and Places to Wait.
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FEATURES AND FINISHES

+ Retain and preserve interior features and finishes that are important in defining
the overall historic character of the building. In general, consider interior
finishes that accent interior features.

« Protect and maintain masonry, wood, and architectural metals which comprise
interior features through appropriate surface treatments such as cleaning,
rust removal, limited paint removal, and reapplication of protective coatings
systems. Repaint with colors that are appropriate to the historic building.
Abrasive cleaning should only be considered after other, gentler methods have
been proven ineffective.

 Repair interior features and finishes by reinforcing the historic materials.
Repair will also generally include the limited replacement in kind--or with
compatible substitute material--of those extensively deteriorated or missing
parts of repeated features when there are surviving prototypes.

+ Interms of alterations, reuse decorative material or features that have had to be
removed during the rehabilitation work including wall and baseboard trim, door
molding, paneled doors, and simple wainscoting; and relocating such material
or features in areas appropriate to their historic placement.

For more information, please refer to the attached Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for Rehabilitation (Department of Interior regulations, 36 CFR 67) in Appendix D.
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The McKenzie Courtyard was originally designed by Lloyd Bond & Associates in 1968. It featured
minimal plantings with a small, central lawn. The space was often used for events, such as receptions for
graduation.

Site plan and general notes, 1968.
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McKenzie hall courtyard, date unkown

McKenzie hall east facade looking down to courtyard from stairs, c.
1971

Gathering in the McKenzie Hall courtyard, 1986
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McKenzie hall east facade with view to courtyard, Gathering in the McKenzie Hall courtyard, 1986

c. 1971

McKenzie hall east facade with view into
courtyard, c. 1971
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SUNKEN COURTYARD REDESIGN, EXCERPTS FROM
STUDENT STUDY, 2005

The central lawn posed a maintenance challenge. In 2005, a student performed a study on the sunken
courtyard based on UO Facilities Services requests. Facilities services proposed the construction of a Zen
garden, and the student did extensive research on Japanese Zen Gardens for inspiration. The study also
looked at the site constraints, precedents, and provided sketches for the possible redesign.

Sketch for the Zen Garden in the McKenzie courtyard by Jane Brubaker, date unkown
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CURRENT GARDEN CONDITIONS

The sunken courtyard was reconstructed based off of the previous research done by the student study. It
is a Zen garden that uses Pacific Northwest vegetation. Much of the original surrounding infrastructure
remains intact.

Zen Garden from stair entry, 2025.

Bench along the east side of the courtyard, 2024. Paving, drainage gravel, and plantings, 2024.
Zen Garden and Obalisk, 2024. Bench and obalisk, 2024.
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CONCEPTUAL COURTYARD REDESIGN, 2016

There were discussions of anther redesign, but it was never built. The design would have kept with the
Zen Garden theme.

McKenzie Courtyard plan, 2016.
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Overall view rendering, 2017.

Tighter view rendering, 2017.
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OTHER LANDSCAPES TO NOTE

Primary entrance with wide staircase, art
installation, and ADA ramp, 2024.

Concrete wall and driveway leading to
northwest parking lot, 2024.

ADA parking spots under the second floor
off of the northwest parking lot, 2024.

Planting outside of stairway 175 window,  Lane County Transit stop on Kincaid Street,
2024. 2024.
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DETAILS OF SURVEYED AREAS - EXTERIOR
PRIMARY-RANKED LANDSCAPE AREAS
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TERTIARY-RANKED LANDSCAPE AREAS
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UNIVERSITY WALK AXIS
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RANKING: PRIMARY
LEVEL OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: HIGH
LEVEL OF INTEGRITY: EXCELLENT

ORIGINAL USE: Open space
EXISTING USE: Open space

EXISTING EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE:

+ Inscribed in concrete: “University Day 1911,” “University Day 1908,” “University Day
1906,” and “University Day 1907” twice.

+ An elm most likely the class tree of 1893.

« Douglas fir allee first planted in 1896, many still remain.

« Was as the first formal entrance axis for the university.

« Concrete courtyard was constructed in 1969 between the Computing Center and
McKenzie Hall.

University Walk Axis, circa 2006

University Walk Axis, n.d.
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UNIVERSITY WALK AXIS - TIMELINE AND EXCERPTS
FROM LANDSCAPE SURVEY

The In ion Era (1876-191

The Deady Hall Walk was developed to
connect the university to the community in
a symbolic gesture of the bond between the

school and the citizens of Eugene. Initially, a

boardwalk extended from Kincaid Street to
Deady Hall, eventually being replaced with
a concrete path. A Douglas fir allée, planted
around 1896, extended from the building

to roughly the intersection of the future
Dads’ Gates Axis, with the lawn continuing
towards Kincaid Street. By the end of the
era the Douglas fir allée was approximately
20 years old, and a few younger deciduous
and coniferous trees were planted to extend
the allée to Kincaid Street. Two California
Incense cedars were located on either side
of the allée closest to Deady Hall.

The Lawren hbert Era (1914-194
During this era the canopy of trees is nearly
continuous from Deady Hall to Kincaid
Street. The Deady Hall Walk forks into a
horseshoe just before it meets Kincaid
Street, with several trees planted around

it. The Douglas firs of the allée have grown
to a height taller than Deady Hall. This
section of campus is still relatively open and
undeveloped, and the only other building
associated with the Axis is the Extension
Building, located on Kincaid Street.

In 1962, the Columbus Day Storm blew
down many of the Douglas firs in the allée,
which is why the aerial image at right
shows a much more sparse tree canopy.
Douglas firs were planted to replace the
trees lost in the storm. New construction
during this era began to intersect with the
Axis, including the Dads’ Gates Axis to

the north and Commonwealth Hall (1952)
and the Computing Center (1966) to the
south. The western portion of the Axis was
replaced with a concrete patio between
the Computing Center and McKenzie Hall
(1968).

1876:  Deady  Hall—

opens for classes with L 1g9¢: The Douglas fir allee

a partially completed
interior.

1904:  Students  aid™|

in pouring concrete

that aligns with Deady
Hall is planted.

paths on campus for 1 _1971:The Y.M.C.A. “Hut”

University Day.

1949: The Dads’ ]
Gates entry drive is
constructed.

1962: Columbus Day™|
Storm  blows down
many of the Doluglas
firs. New Douglas firs
are planted in their
place

1969: McKenzie Hall—]
was constructed on the
northern edge of the
University Hall Walk
Axis and a concrete
courtyard was formed
between it and the
Computing Center. The
walk’s  horsehoe-like
entry paths at Kincaid
Street were replaced by
ramps and a broad set
of steps.

is moved to the site of the
Computing Center.

—1954: The Extension Building,
formerly the Y.M.C.A. “Hut” is
removed.

—1967: The Computing Center
is constructed, and a small
concrete patio extends from
the building to the University
Hall Walk.

—1970: Sacred Heart Medical
Center expands and takes
over a section of 12th Avenue,
blocking the connection
between the city and the Axis.

2005: The  concrete—
sidewalk was replaced,
and incorporated several
sections of the historic

sidewalk containing
their University Day
inscriptions.
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DADS’ GATES AXIS
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RANKING: TERTIARY
LEVEL OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: MEDIUM
LEVEL OF INTEGRITY: FAIR

ORIGINAL USE: Open space
EXISTING USE: Open space

EXISTING EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE:
+ Dads’ Gate placed in 1940 and listed on the National Register.
« Black walnut that is possibly the class tree of 1894.
« California bay laurel replaced a class tree.
« Normal gate was placed in 1885.
+ Giant sequoia is the class tree of 1880.
+ Inscribed in the concrete: “University Day 1911.”
+ Japaneses cedar from 1879

Dads’ Gates, 2005

Dads’ Gates Metal work, 2009
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DADS’ GATE AXIS - TIMELINE AND EXCERPTS FROM

LANDSCAPE SURVEY

The In ion Era (1876-191

In 1913 the Dad’s Gates Axis was a fairly
open landscape of lawns and scattered
trees. Carson’s Lake was located on the west
edge of the Axis.

The Lawrence/Cuthbert Era (1914-1946)

By 1946 the Axis was only partially defined
at its ends by the Dads’ Gates to the north
and the space between Gilbert and Peterson
Halls to the south. The landscape was
primarily a sprawling lawn and a few
scattered trees. A diagonal dirt path cut
across the Axis from the corner of Kincaid
Street and 11th Avenue to the west entrance
of Deady Hall. The Y.M.C.A. (formerly
known as the “hut”) was located on the
future site of the Computing Center. The
Dads’ Gates was the formal entry to campus
from 11th Avenue, yet there was no paved
or defined path that led to 13th Avenue. No
other landscape elements such as trees were
used to reinforce Lawrence’s grand entrance
onto campus.

The Mid-Century Era (1947-1974)

In this era the Dads’ Gates entrance from
11th Avenue becomes marked through

a “cloverleaf,” a circular drive on either
side of the Gates. A walk with adjacent
grassy parking strips parallels the entry
drive running down the center of the
Axis. The entry drive turns sharply to the
east, connecting to a service parking area
between Deady and Villard Halls. The
pedestrian walk ends at the Deady Hall
Walk, and no other connection is made
southward. Commonwealth Hall

(1952) was constructed in an east-

west configuration, in effect closing

off the Axis to points south. This new
building, together with Gilbert and
Peterson Halls, form a courtyard that
opens south towards the Memorial
Quad.
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1906:

Carson’s

pond, is constructed.

1916: Education™|
Hall, now known
as Peterson Hall is
constructed.
1940: Dads’ Gates™ ]
installed.

1951: Due to
construction of the

new Commonwealth
Hall, the first landing
of the entry stairs to
Gilbert and Peterson
Halls is removed
and the courtyard is

elevated. Retaining
walls are built
around the basement

windows.

1970: McKenzie Hall—]

is constructed.

Lake, ]
also known as the Duck

the™ ]

—1915: Carson’s Lake
is filled with soil
excavated from the
construction of Johnson
Hall

—1921: Commerce Hall, now
known as Gilbert Hall, is
constructed.

|~ 1949: Robinson Theatre
and associated site work is
constructed as an addition to
Villard Hall.

[~ 1952: Commonwealth Hall,
now replaced by Lillis Hall, is
finished.

— 2003: Commonwealth Hall
is razed and replaced by the
Lillis Business Complex, and
associated site work.
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APPENDIX A - HISTORIC RANKING METHODOLOGY

excerpt from pp. 44-46 of the Campus Heritage Landscape Plan: 1.0 Landscape Preservation Guidelines and

Description of Historic Resources

Significance:

“the meaning or value
ascribed to a structure,

landscape, object, or site based

on the National Register
criteria for evaluation...”

Integrity:

“the authenticity of a
property’s historic identity,
evinced by the survival of
physical characteristics that
existed during the property’s
historic or prehistoric
period...”

Source: National Park Service,

Guidelines for the Treatment of
Cultural Landscapes, p. 5

Integrity criteria evaluated for each
of the twenty-one landscape areas

surveyed:

Location/Setting - Are
important elements still in
their original location and
configuration?

Design - How has the general
structure of the landscape
changed since its period of
significance?

Materials - Are original
materials/vegetation that were
used to structure and shape
the landscape still present?

Workmanship - Does the
landscape retain characteristic
workmanship from the period
of significance?

Feeling - Does the landscape
evoke the period of
significance?

Association - Is it possible
to associate elements of the
landscape with significant
people or events?

SIGNIFICANCE

The actual evaluation of significance was based upon the process
developed for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, in which
a resource must demonstrate significance based upon one or more of the
following criteria:

A. Association with significant events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of campus or community
history.

B. Association with significant persons.
C. Distinctive architecturally because it

- embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction;

- represents the work of a master;
- possesses high artistic value; or

- represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction.

(Note: Criterion D, which addresses archaeological significance, was not applicable to
any campus resources.)

Four levels of significance were designated and used to rank each historic
resource. The levels and their criteria were:
« high significance - considerable contribution to the history of the
campus and its growth.
- medium significance - noteworthy contribution the history of the
campus and its growth.
- low significance - discernible contribution to the history of the
campus and its growth.

+ very low significance/no significance - no discernible importance

to the history of the campus and its growth.

There is always room for debate about a resource’s level of significance,
as this determination is not a strictly objective exercise. Though the
rationale for determining a specific level might never be entirely
irrefutable, it should be defendable. It also needs to be recognized that
a resource’s significance might change as important connections to the
campus character are eventually realized or discovered.

INTEGRITY

Integrity is the degree to which the key elements that comprise a
resource’s significance are still evident today.

Evaluation of integrity is based upon the National Register process—-
defining the essential physical features that represent it’s significance
and determining whether they are still present and intact enough to
convey their significance. For example, if a building is deemed significant
because of its exterior detailing and materials (criterion C), one would
evaluate whether those items have remained relatively unaltered. If this
is the case, the resource has excellent integrity.
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Criteria were developed and used in the survey process to help determine each landscape area’s level of
integrity (described at left).

Integrity is ascertained based on the specific era (or eras) of significance for that particular landscape
area. Four levels of integrity were established and applied to each landscape area:

ﬂcc_ellﬂnl_inlﬂgrity retains a very high percentage of original fabric, and the original design
intent is apparent.

+ good integrity - retains a significant percentage of original fabric, with a discernible design in-
tent.

- fair integrity - original fabric is present, but diminished.

+ poor integrity - contains little historic fabric, and the original design intent is difficult to discern.

RANKING LEVELS

Historic rankings were determined by evaluating two factors: the resource’s historic significance and its
integrity. Using a matrix (below), an historic ranking for each resource was determined based on one of
four ranking levels: primary, secondary, tertiary, and non-contributing.

. Primary Ranking
Resources that have a high level of historic significance and excellent or good integrity (likely to be
eligible for listing in the National Register).

|:| Secondary Ranking
Resources that have a reduced level of significance and good or excellent integrity. Also, resources
that have a high level of historic significance but fair integrity (possibly eligible for listing in the
National Register).

|:| Tertiary Ranking
Resources that have a reduced (medium) level of historic significance but compromised (fair)
integrity. Also, resources that have integrity but lack noteworthy significance at this time as an
individual resource. These resources could contribute to the historic significance of a large grouping
or district, though they are likely not eligible for listing individually in the National Register.

|:| Non-Contributing Ranking
Resources that lack noteworthy significance or have severely compromised integrity. They do not
contribute to the historic significance of a large grouping or district and are not eligible for listing in
the National Register.

high historic medium historic low historic very low or no

significance significance sisniﬁcance historic sig._
excellent integrity jOsintiydelilanlgl secondary ranking tertiary ranking non-contributing
good integrity jOsintigselilshil@l secondary ranking tertiary ranking non-contributing
fair integrity secondary ranking tertiary ranking tertiary ranking non-contributing
poor integrity non-contributing non-contributing non-contributing | non-contributing

Matrix used to determine the historic ranking levels for the landscape areas and buildings under study.
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APPENDIX B - 1968/2024 FLOOR PLANS

FIRST FLOOR PLAN & DETAILS (1968)
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN (2024)
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN (1968)
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McKenzie Hall
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THIRD FLOOR PLAN & DETAILS (1968)
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FOURTH AND FIFTH FLOOR PLAN (1968)
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APPENDIX C - 4.0 SURVEY OF BUILDINGS, MCKENZIE HALL

HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM
University of Oregon Cultural Resources Survey
Eugene, Lane County, Oregon
Summer 2006, Updated 2025

RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION

Current building name: McKenzie Hall

Historic building name: Law Center, Grayson Hall
Building address: 1101 Kincaid Street

Ranking: Primary

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural style classification: Brutalist

Building plan (footprint shape): Irregular, rectilinear

Number of stories: 4

Foundation material(s): concrete

Primary exterior wall material: brick

Secondary exterior wall material: concrete

Roof configuration/type: flat

Primary roof material: elastic membrane

Primary window type: fixed pane plate glass

Primary window material: metal

Decorative features and materials: horizontal brick coursing at water table level and to emphasize floor divisions; strong geometric
play of shapes and the contrast between building materials

Landscape features: extensive architect designed landscape, sunken courtyard

Associated resources: Dads’ Gates located at northeast corner of building; University Hall Walk

Comments: McKenzie Hall is an exemplar of the Brutalist style of Modern architecture with its overscale geometric massing and use
of rough cast concrete for textural effect. Board form shadows are evident in various locations. The yellow brick in the veneer is
similar in color to Fenton Hall, which it is supposed to evoke.

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY

Date of construction: 1970

Architect: Wilmsen, Endicott, Unthank, AlA; Lloyd Bond and Associates, landscape

Builder/Contractor: Todd Construction Co.

Moved? (yes/no): No Date of move(s): N/A

Description/dates of major additions/alterations: 1999-2000, general renovation and conversion to general university offices and
classrooms, SRG Partnership, Architects; 2020 window and storefront entrance replacement and renovation project

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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Survey Form Page 2 Building Name: McKenzie Hall

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS & SIGNIFICANCE

Original use(s) or function(s): Law School

Current use(s) or function(s): Classrooms/Offices, History Department

Area(s) of significance: Education, 20th c. Architecture Period of significance: 1970
Statement of Significance (use continuation sheet if necessary):

McKenzie Hall was completed in 1970 to house the Law School, which had outgrown it previous home, Fenton Hall.
McKenzie has an interesting interplay of Modern architecture elements with strong references to Fenton Hall. This is accomplished
through its massing, brick building material, and even the color of the brick veneer. With its exposed concrete construction, it is
a Modern interpretation of Fenton, the campus’ first law school and library and an important resource to the University. Designed
by architects Wilmsen, Endicott and Unthank, McKenzie Hall is a fine example of the Brutalist style with its overscale geometric
massing and use of rough cast concrete for textural effect. Decorative elements are limited to the strong geometric play of shapes
and the contrast between building materials.

Wilmsen, Endicott, Unthank, all graduates of the UO School of Architecture, designed numerous Eugene buildings
together and individually. DeNorval Unthank Jr. is credited with being the lead designer of McKenzie Hall. Unthank was the first
African American to graduate from the University of Oregon School of Architecture and Allied Arts in 1952. Despite facing racial
discrimination that was prevalent at the time, Unthank was a prolific and successful architect from 1952 to 1998. Unthank designed
schools, public buildings and business facilities around the state of Oregon, including some in the Eugene area, such as Bean Hall,
Lane County Courthouse, J.F. Kennedy Junior High School, and Springfield’s Thurston High School, and the Crasemann House
on Madrona Street. In addition, he served as an architecture professor at UO from 1965 to 1980. In 1980, following more than 30
professional awards, Unthank was named a Fellow of the American Institute of Architects, “recognizing his design work on the Lane
County Courthouse, the former UO Law School [McKenzie Hall], Central Oregon Community College campus buildings in Bend, the
U.S. Consulate Quarters in Fukuoka, Japan, and numerous banks, professional offices, churches, and private residences around the
state of Oregon”. This was at a time when the number of black architects in the US was less that 2 percent (AIA).

(See Continuation Sheet 1)

NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT

Historic Significance (check one): X High o Medium o Low o Very Low or None
Integrity (check one): X Excellent o Good o Fair o Poor
Condition (check one): o Excellent X Good o Fair o Poor

Building designation: o City Landmark o National Register o National Historic Landmark X Not listed

Preliminary National Register eligibility findings

Building is potentially eligible: X Individually  or o As a contributing resource in a district only

If eligible individually, applicable criteria (check all that apply):

o A. Associated with significant events X C. Distinctive architecturally

o B. Associated with significant persons o D. Archaeologically important

If applicable, building qualifies under NR Criterion Considerations: o Yes o No If yes, which apply:

Building is NOT eligible: o Intact but lacks distinction or o Altered/loss of integrity  or o Not 50 years old

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
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Survey Form Page 3 Building Name: McKenzie Hall

DOCUMENTATION

Indicate resources consulted when researching this building (check all that apply):

X University archives X UO Planning Office files o Newspapers

o Sanborn maps o Building permits o SHPO files

o State Archives o State Library o State Historic Society
o Local Historic Society o Personal interviews X Historic photographs
o Biographical encyclopedias o Obituary indexes Other : See below

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Southwest Oregon Chapter, AlA. Style and Vernacular: A Guide to the Architecture of Lane County Oregon. Portland, OR:
Western Imprints, 1983.

Teague, Edward H. "Condon Hall.” The Architecture of the University of Oregon. 10 Oct. 2004. 15 Mar. 2005. Univ. of Oregon
Library, Eugene, OR. <http://libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/architecture/oregon/>.

University of Oregon School of Law; Law Center Dedication, September 25, 1971. [Bound Scrapbook]. University of Oregon
Special Collections.

University Planning Office & Facilities Services, Plans and Specifications for McKenzie Hall.

Twenty Northwest Architects and Associated Designers, Catalogue of an Invitational Exhibition Held in the Museum of Art of the
University Oregon, Eugene, Oregon, November 6 - December 2, 1962

Magazines and Newspapers (from Teague)

" New Legal Center Opens.” UO School of Law Newsletter. 4 no.1 (Nov. 1970): 1, ill.

" State Bar President 'Enfeoffs’ Law School Officials.” UO School of Law Newsletter. 2 no.1 (Jan. 1969): 1, ill. About
groundbreaking ceremony.

"Law School to Go at 11th and Kincaid.” Oregon Daily Emerald 21 Nov. 1966: 1.

"Sites Chosen for Law, AAA.” Oregon Daily Emerald 11 Jan. 1967 1.

"At State Board Meeting: Law Center Approved.” Oregon Daily Emerald 24 Jan. 1967: 1.

"Caw, Science Complex Plans Gain Approval.” Oregon Daily Emerald 31 Mar. 1967: 3.

"Ground Breaking Ceremony Starts New Law Center.” Oregon Daily Emerald 21 Nov. 1968: 1.

"Douglas (US Supreme Court Justice) Speaks at Dedication.” Oregon Daily Emerald 27 Aug. 1972: 1.

RECORDING INFORMATION

Researched: Shawn Lingo, Jeremy Mauro, Winter 2006
Recorded: Susan Johnson and University Planning Office, Summer 2006
Photo number or name: mckenzie1bw.jpg
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Survey Form Page 4

Building Name: McKenzie Hall

PHOTOGRAPH

SITE PLAN
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Survey Form Page 5 Building Name: McKenzie Hall

HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM
University of Oregon Cultural Resources Survey
Eugene, Lane County, Oregon

Spring 2006, Updated 2025

Continuation Sheet 1
Section Historical Associations and Significance Page 1

Not only was Unthank known for his excellence in architecture, he was also known for his commitment to his guidance of
aspiring architects and of the Black community in Eugene.

The extensive modern landscape planning by Lloyd Bond and Associates adds to the building’s significance. In contrast with
the building’s oversized geometric mass, an intimate sunken courtyard is featured on the eastern side of the building. Lloyd Bond
established the region’s first Landscape Architecture firm in Eugene, Oregon in 1953. During the forty years that he managed Lloyd
Bond & Associates his knowledge of resource analysis, environmental planning and design helped to create a variety of landscapes
throughout Oregon as well as in Washington, Idaho, Montana, and Alaska.

One of the most important events to have occurred at McKenzie Hall was the address given at its grand opening as the
Law Center by United States Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas. It is bounded on the south by the terminus of the historic
University Hall Walk Axis and on the east by the Dads’ Gates Axis.

The building is in good condition. The general renovation work in 1999-2000 by SRG Partnership, Architects to convert to
general campus offices and classrooms, has left the building intact both inside and out. The 2020 window and storefront entrance
project replaced damaged materials in a sensitive manner. As a result, McKenzie Hall possesses excellent integrity and architectural
significance as a good example of modern architecture by DeNorval Unthank, one of the first black architects in the state, and a
partner of the well known Eugene firm of Wilmsen, Endicott, and Unthank (Criterion C). It is likely individually eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places. It is considered a primary resource for campus planning purposes given its high significance and
excellent integrity.
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APPENDIX D - SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS FOR
REHABILITATION

The Standards for Rehabilitation (codified in 36 CFR 67 for use in the Federal

Historic Preservation Tax Incentives program) address the most prevalent treatment.
“Rehabilitation” is defined as “the process of returning a property to a state of utility,
through repair or alteration, which makes possible an efficient contemporary use
while preserving those portions and features of the property which are significant to its
historic, architectural, and cultural values.”

92

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS FOR REHABILITATION

The Standards (Department of Interior regulations, 36 CFR 67) pertain to
historic buildings of all materials, construction types, sizes, and occupancy and
encompass the exterior and the interior, related landscape features and the
building’s site and environment as well as attached, adjacent, or related new
construction. The Standards are to be applied to specific rehabilitation projects
in a reasonable manner, taking into consideration economic and technical
feasibility.

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that
requires minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its
site and environment.

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved.
The removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that
characterize a property shall be avoided.

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and
use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding
conjectural features or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be
undertaken.

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic
significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved.

5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of
craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where
the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature,

the new feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual
qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall
be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.

McKenzie Hall Preliminary Historic Assessment
University of Oregon Campus Planning



7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage
to historic materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if
appropriate, shall be

undertaken using the gentlest means possible.

8. Significant archaeological resources affected by a project shall be protected
and preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall
be undertaken.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale,
and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its
environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken
in such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity
of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.
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APPENDIXE - CITY OF EUGENE ZONING MAP FOR MCKENZIE HALL

McKenzie
Hall

McKenzie Hall is located within the following City of Eugene zones:
PL - Public Land
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APPENDIX F - SIGNIFICANT PERSONS ASSOCIATED WITH
MCKENZIE HALL - DENORVAL “DE” UNTHANK, JR.

Excerpts from “DeNorval Unthank, Jr.
PIONEERING OREGON ARCHITECT”, BY HERMAN L. BRAME, 2015

DeNorval Unthank, Jr.
date unknown

DeNorval Unthannk, Jr. was born October 27, 1929 in Kansas City, Missouri
at the beginning of the Great Depression. His parents Dr. DeNorval
Unthank, Sr. and Thelma Shipman Unthank moved to Portland, Oregon

in 1930. Soon after settling in Portland, Oregon the family had to move
serveral times because of racist objections to their presence. The family
would make news when they moved to all-white Ladd’s Addition in
southeast Portland. Some seventy-five people signed a petition to oust

the Unthanks from the neighborhood, and when that failed they resorted
to racial threats and vandalism. Their house was attacked with windows
broken, garbage and a dead cat were tossed onto their lawn. Several
attacks occurred and resulted in Mrs. Unthank being charged with a threat
to commit murder when she confronted neighbors she thought were
responsible. The charges were later dropped. Dr. Unthank, Sr. became a
prominent Portland physician and community activist. Despite his high
profile he had to move the location of his office several times because of
racist opposition. Undaunted Unthank persevered in Portland and was a
co-founder of the Portland Urban League.
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Despite the racial tensions surrounding him, DeNorval Unthank, Jr.
attended overwhelmingly white Franklin High School where he took full
advantage of the school’s academic offerings and played on the football
team. Upon graduation from Franklin High School in 1946 he attended his
father’s alma mater Howard University in Washington D.C. for two years.
He left the historically black college to return to Oregon where he would
enroll in the architecture program at the University of Oregon. While

at the University of Oregon he was one of only about one dozen African
American students on campus. Like his parents, DeNorval Unthank, Jr.
was highly aspirational and determined to challenge racism head on when
necessary.

In 1951, Unthank would challenge the foundations of legal racism in
Oregon with the simple act of falling in love with a white coed. He met
Doris Burgess at Gerlinger Hall, and they began dating at a time when
interracial dating was almost unheard of and interracial marriage was
illegal. Miss Burgess would recount that many white people made it clear
that they objected to her dating Unthank. Late one night a group of angry
young men burned a cross on the lawn of her Gamma Phi Beta sorority
house in order to terrorize her for dating Unthank. Burgess eventually
moved out of the sorority house after a great deal of pressure from alums
who resented her interracial dating.

Unthank and Burgess decided to marry despite Oregon’s long history of
objections to such unions. Beginning in 1862 Oregon law banned marriage
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between African Americans and whites. In 1866, the law was revised to
add more races to the intermarriage ban. A Japanese man and a white
woman made headlines in Oregon during 1909 when the left California to
marry in Oregon because they mistakenly thought Oregon did not prohibit
intermarriage between Japanese and whites. The couple had to go north
to Washington where intermarriage was legal. Unthank and his fiance had
to follow their example and attain their marriage license in Vancouver,
Washington where they were married on July 7, 1951. Later that year the
Oregon legislature repealed the ban on intermarriage, but it was not until
1967 that the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that intermarriage would be legal
throughout the United States as a result of the Loving v. Virginia case.

Unthank completed his architectural degree in 1952, and launched his
pioneering career in Eugene that lasted until his death in 2000. Within
Eugene’s more liberal professional community, Unthank and his wife
were highly respected and accepted despite lingering disapproval of
intermarriage throughout Oregon’s broader white community. His award
winning career was credited by many as having created an architectural
style that had a Pacific Northwest and national impact. His style was
said to capture the very essence of a building, and fit well within nature.
One of his most well known projects was the 1962/63 Bean complex on
the University of Oregon campus when he was a partner with Wilmsen,
Endicott, & Unthank.
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Unthank began his career in Eugene working with Dick Chambers
designing and building homes from 1952 to 1955. His partnership with
Wilmsen Endicott Architects began in 1960, and until 1968 he excelled
with projects throughout the state of Oregon and in Eugene. He worked on
J.E. Kennedy Junior High School and Thurston High School in Springfield.
In 1968, he became partners with Otto Poticha and Grant Seder. He
encountered racism during his work, and was an unlikely architect in
Oregon as an African American, but he prevailed by focusing on providing
a high quality of work. Despite living in Eugene, he was very active with
Portland’s African American community as was his father during the 1960s.
In Portland, he worked on the Albina Housing projects, the Interstate
Firehouse Cultural Center and Mt. Olive Baptist Church.

Some observers cited Unthank’s trend setting design as being straight
forward so as to capture the essence of a structure. The American Institute
of Architects acclaimed his work on the Lane County Courthouse, and
the old University of Oregon Law School building in Eugene. He received
many other local and regional design awards from the American Institute
of Architects, and in 1980 the organization made him a Fellow. From 1965
to 1972 he was a visiting lecturer with the University of Oregon School

of Architecture, and until 1980 he worked as an associate professor of
architecture at the school. In 1998, he began working as a sole proprietor
until his death in 2000. Unthank was generally acknowledged as the first
African American architect to graduate from the University of Oregon.
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DeNorval Unthank, Jr. with children, date =~ DeNorval Unthank, Jr., date unknown, UO
unknown, Oregon Quarterly College of Design, School of Architecture &
Environment

‘De’ Unthank designed the Crasemann House on Madrona Street
in Eugene early in his career, date unknown, UO College of
Design, School of Architecture & Environment
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DeNorval “De” Unthank, Jr. - Newspaper Clippings
Portland Inquirer; March 1, 1946 Oregon Daily Emerald January 4, 1951

Portland Observer; April 11, 1951 Oregon Statesman; July 8, 1951
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Oregon Daily Emerald; February 23, 1965

Oregon Daily Emerald; January 24, 1967
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Oregon Daily Emerald; November 1, 1968

Portland Observer; October 20, 1988
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APPENDIX G - NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS OF SIGNIFICANT
EVENTS - RENAMING GRAYSON TO MCKENZIE HALL

Oregon Daily Emerald; January 14, 2002
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APPENDIX H - CARSON’S LAKE, FUTURE SITE OF MCKENZIE HALL

Carson’s Lake, 1908

Future site for % ‘.
McKenzie Hall. i

Carson’s Lake filled in (red dotted line), 1921

Information from “All That Brass” by Rosemary Howe Camozzi, Oregon Quarterly
Carson’s Lake was more of a pond during its time on the northwest corner of campus.
The pond was host to many water games through its years. It was cheekily named
“Carson’s Lake” after the dean of women and English professor, Luella Clay Carson.
Carson was known to be strict about proper conduct. Through the years the pond
collected unwanted drainage from the adjacent areas and became home to a large
amount of mosquitoes. Carson’s Lake was filled in 1914-1915 with the excavated dirt
from Johnson Hall.
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L - d

Map showing the location of Carson’s Lake relative to the rest of campus, 1913. Future
footprint of McKenzie Hall shown as a red dashed line.
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