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n RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION & SUMMARY

LANDSCAPE AREA NAME

Southwest Campus 
Green (dd)

Historic name(s)

none known

campus plan designation

Green

current Historic designation

No historic designation

era(s) oF greatest signiFicance

Lawrence/Cuthbert Era

leVel oF Historic signiFicance

Low

leVel oF integritY

Fair

ranKing

Tertiary

Southwest Campus Green

View looking south across the Green, with the Education East Building at right.
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landscape area site map  — Highlighting existing elements from the period of significance (1876-1974).

This Ponderosa pine dates to 
the Inception Era

This is a remnant of 16th 
Avenue which connected to the 
Pioneer Cemetery

* note: Period of Significance refers to the project period of 1876-1974
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summarY oF existing Historic Features

The Green has been an open space used for stu-
dent recreation and physical education since the 
Lawrence/Cuthbert Era. This section of campus 
has seen a great deal of change since the end of 
the Mid-Century Era, most notably the southward 
advancement of the Knight Library and the demoli-
tion of the Veterans Dorms. The Green contains few 
historic features, the most significant being a large 
Ponderosa pine that dates to the Inception Era. 

Knight 
Library

Education 
East Building

Pioneer 
Cemetery

2004 aerial of 
the Southwest 

Campus Green

View looking north toward Knight Library. View east toward Pioneer Cemetery.
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n RESOURCE HISTORY

era(s) oF greatest signiFicance

Designated Eras within the Period of Historic Significance 
Determined for this Survey (1876-1974) are listed below. 
Check the era/eras determined to be of highest significance 
for this landscape area.

 Inception Era (1876-1913)

X Lawrence/Cuthbert Era (1914-1946)

 Mid-Century Era (1947-1974)

date(s) oF construction during era(s) 

oF signiFicance

1921: The Education Building is constructed.

1924: Music Building is constructed.

1937: Knight Library is constructed.

era description:

The Inception Era (1876-1913)

In 1913 the Green was an open field near the Pio-
neer Cemetery. Several farmhouses were located 
near the field, and the site was partially framed by 
a row of Douglas firs to the north and the trees of 
the Cemetery to the east. A dirt road (16th Avenue) 
traversed the green and entered the Cemetery.

major alterations occurring aFter 

era(s) oF signiFicance

1947: The Veteran’s Dorms are constructed.

1950: First Library addition.

1962: Veterans’ Dorm II is torn down.

1966: Second Library addition.

Circa 1970: Veterans’ Dorm I is torn down.

1979: The Education Annex is moved to its present loca-
tion in the southwest corner of the Green.

1994: Third Library addition is completed, and a row of 
Douglas firs and a cemetery access road from the Incep-
tion Era removed. The Green was reduced to its current 
size.

Approximate 
location of the 
Southwest 
Campus Green

1913 aerial
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era description:

The Lawrence/Cuthbert Era (1914-1946)

During this era the university constructed the Music 
Building, Knight Library, and the Education Build-
ing. The University High School was also con-
structed and used the Green for athletic events. By 
the end of the era the Green was still an open lawn 
bordered by the 16th Avenue/Cemetery road to the 
south, the Pioneer Cemetery to the east, the row of 
firs to the north with the Knight Library beyond and 
the Education/University High School complex to 
the west.  A curving hedge on the north edge of the  
Green is the only other distinguishing feature. 

era description:

The Mid-Century Era (1947-1974)

During this era two Veterans Dorms were placed 
south of the Green, and by the end of the era were 
removed. Knight Library expanded southward 
towards the edge of the Green, abutting the row 
of fir trees. The university annexed the University 
High School, of which the Green had been used for 
physical education and other recreational activities. 
The Green started being used for informal univer-
sity athletics and band practice. The curving hedge 
on the north edge of the Green was still in place 
from the previous era. 

Knight Library

Education 
Building

Knight Library

Education 
Building

1944 aerial

1968 aerial

1950 aerial, with the original size 
and configuration of the Green 
shown dashed.

Knight 
Library

Pioneer 
Cemetery

Pioneer 
Cemetery

Pioneer 
Cemetery

Veterans 
Dorms

Veterans 
Dorms

Education 
Building
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n DESCRIPTION OF LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS

land use

Describing both the historic and current use of the Area.

As the largest open space in the area, the Green 
accommodates informal athletic activities and the 
occasional outdoor recreation class, along with 
some formal university events. The wide open field 
and the south facing benches are popular locations 
for passive recreation and sunbathing. This space 
also preserves the view of the Knight Library south 
façade. 

Historically, this space was used for physical 
education purposes and as a practice field for the 
University High School. During the Mid-Century 
Era the southern end of the Green was used for 
Veteran housing.

design intent

Describing the overall design intent of the Area.

The design intent of the Green was to provide an 
open lawn for recreation purposes.

spatial organiZation

Describing the arrangement of physical elements that create a 
three-dimensional sense of space.  

This open space is formed by the Knight Library to 
the north, the Education complex to the west, and 
Pioneer Memorial Cemetery’s mature landscape 
(particularly the large Douglas fir trees) to the east. 
Its southern edge is not particularly defined.

Aside from this space’s use as an informal sports 
field, the Southwest Campus Green bears little re-
semblance to its historic character. Although Knight 
Library, Beall Hall, the Education Annex and the 
Education Building were all built within the period of 
significance, the areas facing the Green are addi-
tions that came afterwards.

topograpHY & site orientation

Describe/document gradient, slope orientation and solar access.

The Southwest Campus Green is on a relatively flat 
plane that drains slightly to the northwest (see dia-
gram below). There is unobstructed solar access 
throughout the entire Green.

Vegetation

Describing tree, plant, shrub, ground layer groupings and 
arrangements.

The Green is primarily lawn with a large ponderosa 
pine from the Inception Era, and several Douglas 
firs bordering Pioneer Cemetery. More recent ma-
ples planted just inside the field mark the western 
edge. A row of gleditsia grows in a narrow parking 
strip between the sidewalk and parking lot on the 
southern edge. 

There are symmetrically arranged shrub and pe-
rennial beds next to Knight Library’s 1994 addition. 
These beds are planted informally with mock or-
ange, abelia, spirea, choisya, osmanthus, lavender 
and ornamental grasses.

Diagram showing circulation paths. Significant views through the area.The area’s topography.
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natural sYstems and Features 

Describing natural processes, water flow, and habitat, if applicable.

The interior of the Green has no habitat value, but 
the adjacent cemetery and its large native conifers, 
have high habitat value.

Water that falls on the virtually flat field largely 
drains on site.

Buildings/structures

Describing built physical elements in and around perimeter of the 
Area, and their relationship to the landscape.

Buildings that are adjacent to and help define the 
Southwest Campus Green include the Education 
Building (1921 and 1980), the Education Annex 
(1923), and Knight Library (principally its 1994 ad-
dition).  All buildings contain secondary entrances 
that open to the Green.

small-scale elements

Describing elements such as monuments, markers, seating, 
fences etc.

Several non-historic small scale features are pres-
ent, and include a seat-wall, benches, trash and 
recycling cans, a fire hydrant, three small statues, 
plaques and a sign.

edge conditions and adjacencies

Describing the perimeter of the site and important adjacent 
connections to spaces beyond.

Knight Library, with its large south facing win-
dows, defines the northern edge of the Green. The 
Education buildings define the western edge of 
the space, but they are arranged around their own 
courtyard with minimal connection to the Green. 
The large Douglas firs of the Pioneer Cemetery 
form a definable boundary to the Green’s eastern 
edge. The southern edge is formed by a parking 
area and a row of young trees. Connections are 
made to Kincaid Green and the Southwest Campus 
Axis.

circulation

Describing movement paths and associated materials for: 
pedestrian; automobile; bicycle; other (e.g. system, alignment, 
materials, character).  

The north, east, and west edges contain important 
pathways that connect to the main campus (see 
diagram, pg. 6). The pathway along the northern 
edge of the Green also is part of the 15th Avenue 
designated bike route. There is a well used but 
unofficial path that crosses through the field diago-
nally, and another that continues east through the 
cemetery. 

Parking exists along the southern periphery of the 
site and the pathway that runs along the east edge 
acts as a fire lane and access to Pioneer Cemetery. 
There is a small parking space with fire-hydrant ac-
cess along the south portion of the east walkway.

VieWs/Vistas

Describing focal points and views to and from the Area.

The open field allows for sweeping views of the 
southern façade of the Knight Library (see diagram, 
pg.6). Conversely, the window seating within the 
Knight Library looks out upon the sunny green.
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n DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

current Historic designation

 City Landmark

 National Register - full listing 
 name:

 National Register - partial listing 
 name: 

 National Historic Landmark

X No historic designation

national register criteria

Criterion A: Significant Events
Describe events with the landscape area that have influenced the 
broad patterns of campus history.

The Southwest Campus Green meets criterion A  
for the continuous role it has played as an open 
recreation space since its creation.  It served the 
University High School as well as the University of 
Oregon as an athletic field and practice green for 
marching bands. It also provided a place for infor-
mal events and outdoor recreation classes.

Criterion B: Significant People
Describe connections with the lives of significant persons, 
including designers.

Not applicable

Criterion C: Distinctive Characteristics
Describe elements that embody the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work 
of a master, or that possess high artistic values.

Not applicable

leVel oF signiFicance

Rank the landscape area in term of its level of contribution 
to the historic significance of the university campus as a 
whole.

 High Significance
Considerable contribution to the history of the campus 
and its growth.

 Medium Significance
Noteworthy contribution the history of the campus 
and its growth.

X Low Significance
Discernable contribution to the history of the campus 
and its growth.

 Very Low/No Significance
No discernable importance to the history of the campus 
and its growth.
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n DETERMINATION OF INTEGRITY

location / setting

Are important elements still in their original location and configuration?

Although the Southwest Campus Green remains 
an open field, many of the structures that front it 
are not from the era of significance.   

design

How has the general structure of the landscape changed since its 
period of significance?

Historically, the Southwest Campus Green was an 
open space used for informal passive and active 
recreation, and continues this usage today. Knight 
Library’s 1994 addition changed its size and shape.

materials

Are original materials/vegetation that were used to structure and 
shape the landscape still present?

The Ponderosa pine within the Green and the large 
conifers along the Pioneer Cemetery all date back 
to the period of significance or beyond. Likewise, 
the mowed lawn within the Green is in keeping with 
the historic design of the space. 

WorKmansHip

Does the landscape retain characteristic workmanship from the 
period of significance?

There are no historic structures within the Green.   

Feeling

Does the landscape evoke the period of significance?

The landscape somewhat evokes the era of signifi-
cance.

association

Is it possible to associate elements of the landscape with signifi-
cant people/events?

Associations with significant people or events are 
not easily discernible.

Integrity of the Landscape Area is evaluated based on the retention of the historic characteristics described in the categories below.

n INTEGRITY & CONDITION FINDINGS

oVerall condition oF landscape area

– check one

X Excellent

 Good

 Fair

 Poor

Historic integritY

determine the level of historic integrity, based on the 
Era(s) of Significance  – check one

 Excellent Integrity
Retains a very high percentage of original fabric, 
and the original design intent is apparent.

 Good Integrity
Retains a significant percentage of original fabric, 
with a discernable design intent.

X Fair Integrity
Original fabric is present, but diminished.

 Poor Integrity
Contains little historic fabric, and the original design intent 
is difficult to discern.
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